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401 Patent Office Cannot Aid in Selec-
tion of Attormey [R-24]

Rule 31. Applicants May Be Represented by an Attor-
ney or Agent. An applicant for patent may file and
prosecute his own case, or he may be represented by
an attorney or agent authorized to practice before the
Patent Office in patent cases. The Patent Office can-
not ald in the selection of an attorney or agent.

If patentable subject matter appears to be dis-
closed in a pro se application and it is apparent
that the applicant is unfamiliar with the proper
preparation and prosecution of patent applica-
tions, the Examiner may suggest to the appli-
cant that it may be desirable to employ a
registered patent attorney or agent. The follow-
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ing language is suggested for incorporation in

an Office action:
[ll] “Since the value of a patent is largely
dependent upon the skillful preparation of
the specification and claims, applicant may
consider it desirable to employ the services of
& registered patent attorney or agent. The
Patent Office cannot aid in the selection of an
attoiney or agent.”

402 Power of Attorney [R-24]

Rule 34. Power of attorney or authorization. Before
any atterney or agent, original or associate, will be
allowed to inspect papers or take action of any kind
in any application or proceeding, a written power of
attorney or authorization, from the person or persons
entitled to prosecute the application or from the prin-
cipal attorney or agent in the case of an associate
attorney or agent, must be filed in that psrticular
application or proceeding.

Usually a power of attorney is made a part
of the petition, see §601.02. In order that
this power may be valid, the attorney or agent
ap&%mted must be registered.

hen an application for patent is filed ac-
companied by a power of attorney or authori-
zation of agent to a person not registered to
practice before the United States Patent Office,
the Application Branch will send the official
filing receipt directly to the applicant, together
with an_explanatory letter. A copy of the
letter will be sent to the person named in the
power of authorization and a copy placed in
the file without being given a paper number.
The name of the unregistered person will not
be placed on the face of the file, and the Ex-
aminer will communicate only with the appli-
cant directly unless and until the apphecant
appoints a recognized practitioner. An associ-
ate power of attorney or authorization from
the unregistered person will not be recognized
or accepted.

See also § 1702

402.01 Exceptions as to Registration
[R-24]

Rule 342. Limited recognition. Any person not reg-
Istered and not entitled to be recognized under rule
341 as an attorney or agent to represent applicants
generally may, upon a showing of circumstances which
render it necessary or justifiable, be recognized by the
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